LORD CHESTERFIELD'S WORKS.
SPEECHES IN THE HOUSE OF LOEDS.
OF Lord Chesterfield's very numerous speeches in the House of Lords, the three following are the only ones preserved with any degree of accuracy. They are here reprinted as they stand in Dr. Maty's collection.
The subject of the first, the Playhouse Bill, was introduced by Sir Eohert Walpole in 1737, to repress the licentiousness of the stage. Its more immediate occasion was a farce abounding in blasphemy and sedition, which had been brought to Walpole in MS., and which bore the title of the " Golden Rump." The Bill of Walpole authorized the Lord Chamberlain for the tune being to prohibit at his discretion the representation of any drama, and compelled all authors, under forfeiture of fifty pounds and of the licence of the house, to send him copies of their plays fourteen days before they were acted.
The Playhouse Bill having passed the House of Commons, was read in the Lords for the second time on the 2nd, and for a third time on the 6th of June There seems little doubt that Lord Chesterfield's speech must have been delivered on the second reading, that being the only stage in which the contemporary statements mention a debate. See on this point the summary of Ooxe in his Memoirs of Sir Robert Walpole.
The subject of the two latter speeches, namely, the Gin Act, was brought in during the Session of 1748, to repeal certain high duties upon spirits imposed in 1786.   These duties had been so high as to amount to a prohibition, and to afford both opportunity and encouragement to fraud.   "Though no licence was obtained," says Smollett, "and no duty paid, the liquor continued to be sold in all comers of the streets.    .    . The new Ministers foresaw that a great revenue 'would accrue to the Crown from the repeal of these duties, and this ' measure they thought they might the more decently take, as the law ' had proved ineffectual; for it appeared that the consumption of Gin ' had considerably increased every year since those heavy duties were 'imposed"
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